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Headline DC 

March 1, 2011
Hill and Judicial Happenings: Policy and Politics
· Continuing Resolution: House/Senate compromise in sight to avert a government shut-down, perhaps only a 2-week stay. Stay tuned.
· FY 2012:  Call/visit your Senators/Representative to keep behavioral health funding and programs in the coming year’s appropriation. Remember: behavioral health saves lives and dollars.
· Stand Tall for Mental Health in Schools Act: Urge your Representative to cosponsor Rep. Napolitano’s Mental Health in Schools Act (HR 751), endorsed by LA Laker Ron Artest, advocates, and key stakeholders. 
· Third Judge says YES to ACA: The Federal District Court for DC has upheld the constitutionality of the ACA. Appellate courts, next stop; Supreme Court, final destination. 
Around the Agencies: News and Opportunities
· CMS Seeks Comment: Write to CMS by March 18, 2011, to support alcohol screening/brief intervention as Medicare-covered services, similar to recommendation on depression screening/treatment in primary care Go to: https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/nca-trackig-sheet.aspx?NCAId+249
· SAMHSA Guide for Primary Care Providers: A discussion guide helps primary care providers begin discussions with patients about behavioral health problems and co-occurring disorders. Go to: http://www.kap.samnsa.gov.
Organizationally Speaking

· Robert Wood Johnson Foundation: Mental Disorders and Medical Comorbidity explores issues in comorbid mental and physical conditions.  Go to: http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/021011.policysynthesis.mentalhealth.report.pdf
· Robert Wood Johnson Foundation: Cross-Jurisdictional Relationships in Local Public Health discusses relationships between local health departments including factors in success and barriers. go to: http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/20110201libbeyfinal.pdf
· Commonwealth Fund: On the Road to Better Value: State Roles in Promoting Accountable Care Organizations outlines how ACOs help manage care quality, utilization and cost Go to:  http://www.commonwealthfund.org/~/media/Files/Publications/Fund%20Report/2011/Feb/On%20the%20Road%20to%20Better%20Value/1479_Purington_on_the_road_to_better_value_ACOs_FINAL.pdf
·  Hogg Family Foundation: Language Matters in Mental Health explains the importance of using appropriate language when talking about mental health. Go to:   http://www.hogg.utexas.edu/initiatives/language_matters.html
· Shared Medical Decision Making: We're in This Together: Join in on Alliance for Health Reform February 14 on-line briefing on informed medical decision-making. For more info, go to:  http://www.allhealth.org/briefing_detail.asp?bi=205 
Etcetera
· 2011 ACMHA Summit: Mark your calendar now for the 2011 ACMHA Summit – Behavioral Health Leadership and Disruptive Innovation in Health Reform – in New Orleans, March 16 – 18.

· Next Session: The next session in this series – Accountable Care Organizations – is March 9, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. EST/12:00 p.m. PST. Register at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HCR_030911
