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Headline DC 

February 1, 2011
Hill Happenings: Policy and Politics
· $$$$: Republican Study Committee wants to cut domestic funding to FY 2008 or lower levels and repeal funds to carry out ACA, (including funds for legal defense of ACA in court and to help states cover Medicaid costs). Stay tuned.
· Continue to Oppose Repeal of ACA: With the House ACA repeal vote, it is urgent you urge your Senators to protect the ACA. Repeal would eliminate key provisions for people we serve. Get talking points from www.NACBHDD.org.
· Health Reform Republican Style:  The House has directed 4 committees to draft ACA replacement legislation based on 13 general objectives and a promise to limit abortion and to revamp medical malpractice laws. 
· Supreme Court to hear California MediCal case: The Court will determine if California and other states can have more freedom in how Medicaid funds are expended, or cut, to meet state budget problems.  Stay tuned; no decision until after the first Monday in October. 
Around the Agencies: News and Opportunities

· New Grants:  HHS announced availability of grants to help states implement health insurance exchanges, a key provision of the reform law. The exchanges, which open in 2014, allow individuals and small businesses to pool purchasing power in new state-run insurance markets. Go to: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/01/20110120b.html
· 1-in-5 Lacks Source of Health Care: AHRQ report around 60 million have no regular source of health care. Most cite good health; 14% cite costs of care.  For more: http://www.ahrq.gov/news/nn/nn011211.htm
Organizationally Speaking

·  2011 NACBHDD Legislative and Policy Conference: Thursday and Friday, March 3 and 4; Phoenix Park Hotel, Capitol Hill, Washington, DC. Register now: http://www.nacbhdd.org/conferences/events.cfm
· TA-lk Webinar: February 17, 3:30 p.m., EST. Cognitive Approach to Communications: Child Mental Health, FrameWorks Institute. To join, either: https://www.fuzemeeting.com/fuze/f3d5bb77/11837221 or 1-800-414-4032.
· Child/Adolescent Psychiatry:  Merikangas and colleagues find only half of adolescents with severe mental illnesses ever get treated. January AACAP journal. For abstract: http://www.jaacap.com/article/S0890-8567(10)00783-5/abstract
· Urban Institute: Why the Individual Mandate Matters compares coverage/spending under health reform with and without individual mandate.  Go to: http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/71601.pdf
Etcetera

· Next ACMHA Session: The next in the ACMHA series, Behavioral Health Medical Homes and Primary Care Medical Homes,  Melissa Harris and Nancy Kirchner, CMS, is on February 9, 2011, 3:00 p.m., EDT. Registration information available soon.
· 2011 ACMHA Summit: Behavioral Health Leadership and Disruptive Innovation in Health Reform – New Orleans,  LA, March 16 – 18. For registration information go to:  http://www.acmha.org/summit_agenda.shtml. 
