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HEADLINE DC 
JANUARY 15, 2011

HILL HAPPENINGS: POLICY AND POLITICS
· Oppose Repeal of ACA: Given the events in Tucson, the House has delayed action on its legislation to repeal the Affordable Care Act.  The ACA would cuts costs by $143 billion; repeal would eliminate key provisions for people with behavioral and developmental disorders. Contact your members of the House and Senate and ask them to protect the ACA. Get talking points from NACBHDD.online.
· Continuing Resolution: A CR to fund the government expires on March 4. The schedule established by House Republicans, with only 20 days of sessions between now and March 4, means passing 12 separate appropriations bills is unlikely. Rather, a full FY 2011 CR coupled with a budget-cutting rescission package is likely. Stay tuned.
AROUND THE AGENCIES: NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
· TA-lk Webinar on New CMS Center: Hear about the new CMS Center on Innovations’ priorities and links to Medicare and Medicaid, January 21, 3:30-4:30 pm, est. Register at: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/648931681
· Independent Living Initiative Launched: HHS and HUD announced an effort to help nearly 1,000 non-elderly persons with disabilities to move from institutions to independence by providing rental assistance, health care and other services. For more: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/01/20110106a.html
ORGANIZATIONALLY SPEAKING
· Urban Institute/Robert Wood Johnson Foundation : America Under the Affordable Care Act explores how the ACA will change coverage for the non-elderly, the number of uninsured, and spending on care by households, employers and governments. Go to: http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/71555.pdf
· New Suicide Prevention Targets: The federal-private National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention has added focus on 3 high-risk groups: American Indians/Alaska Natives; youth who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender; and military service members and veterans. For more: http://www.actionallianceforsuicideprevention.org)
· 2011 NACBHDD Legislative and Policy Conference: March 3-4, 2011, Phoenix Park Hotel (Capitol Hill) Washington, DC. Register now at: http://www.nacbhdd.org/conferences/events.cfm
· Robert Wood Johnson Foundation/Health Affairs:  New policy brief, Preventive Services without Cost Sharing, explores the ways in which the Affordable Care Act expands preventive services, including depression screening, to those with public or private insurance; it discusses prevention’s immediate and longer term costs savings. Go to: http://www.healthaffairs/org/healthpolicybriefs/brief/brief.php?brief_id=37
· Northeast Addiction Treatment and Technology Center’s new Winter 2010 Resource Links, focused on pathways to recovery, including a story on integrated care, is available at http://ireta.org/resourcelinks/2010Winter.pdf 
ETCETERA
· Next ACMHA Session: The next webinar, Behavioral Health Medical Homes and Primary Care Medical Homes, is slated for February 9, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. EDT/12:00 p.m. PDT.  Registration information will be available soon.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]2011 ACMHA Summit: Also mark your calendar now for the 2011 ACMHA Summit – Behavioral Health Leadership and Disruptive Innovation in Health Reform – in New Orleans, March 16 – 18.
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